Secondary Creative Writing Event

2025/2026

Inspiring a new generation of writers across the Middle East
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Gulf British Academy in Kuwait is pleased to announce the fifth annual
BSME Secondary Creative Writing Event.

After last year’s competition which showcased the writing talents of students of our BSME member schools, it is my
pleasure to open entries for another round of creativity and story writing excellence for the academic year 2025-26.

The format for this year remains unchanged. We are hoping to see pieces that engage imaginatively with the source
concept, and which can use the power of the written word to engage the reader in a topic area that has enormous
ramifications in the area around us, and further afield.

We wish you and your students the very best of luck in the competition.

Ross Appleby, Head of English at Gulf British Academy, Kuwait.

www.gulfbritishacademy.com
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The theme of the event this year is

‘Life Below Water”’

For inspiration, we have used once again the UN Strategic Development Goals for the 2025/2026
competition, namely:

"LIFE BELOW WATER" the SDG No. 14:
‘Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and mar
ine resources for sustainable development.’

Students can find these goals here: https://sdgs.un.org/goals .

www.gulfbritishacademy.com


https://sdgs.un.org/goals
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Secondary Creative Writing Event - 2025/2026

We think this topic is not only important, but allows for plenty of creativity for students to produce narratives/poetry etc.

The piece can be either continuous prose in any genre, poetry or a blend of both.

This is a purposefully open-ended task in both theme and form in order that schools can easily integrate the event into
their curriculum and to allow students free rein to experiment and express themselves to the fullest extent.

The competition will award one winner and one runner-up in the following age categories:
o KS3 (Years 7-9)
o KS4 (Years 10 and 11)

www.gulfbritishacademy.com
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Secondary Creative Writing Event - 2025/2026

Registration Opens: Monday, 1st of September 2025;

Registration Deadline: Friday, 28th November 2025;

Register Here: Registration Form

Submission Deadline: Friday, 20th March 2026;

Judging Period: Monday 30th of March - Friday 17th April 2026;
Announcement of Winners: Week commencing Monday, 4th of May, 2026

Upload your entries here: BSME Writing Drive

Please email us to confirm: secondarywriting@gulfbritishacademy.com

www.gulfbritishacademy.com


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfEETYlpMpwJtQImmMomjhLreyQblfvM_Pm5MEMC2HayelyZA/viewform
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1sAs5Vn6AjN-PmT3fjLIKLxmlIfwDzTBQ?usp=drive_link
mailto:secondarywriting@gulfbritishacademy.com
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Code of Conduct:
The event is open to students in Years 7-11 who have registered and attend a BSME member school.
If schools wish to participate in this event, they must complete the registration form by 3:00pm on or before Friday, 28th
November 2025. Registration Form
The deadline for receiving actual event entries is Friday, 20th March 2026;
Any entries received after this period will not be considered.

Each participating school can submit two entries in the following categories:
a. 2xKS3-800words maximum*
b. 2xKS4-1000 words maximum*
* Pieces substantially over the word limit will not be considered.
When submitting a student’s entry, the school must choose their top two submissions per age category.
Please note that only the staff member responsible should submit entries, not a student.

When you have finalised your school’s entries, create a school folder named as follows:
b.  \[School Name] | KS3 (2 Entries) | KS4 (2 Entries)

www.gulfbritishacademy.com


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfEETYlpMpwJtQImmMomjhLreyQblfvM_Pm5MEMC2HayelyZA/viewform
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Code of Conduct:
9. Upload individual entries with the file name format:

a.  KS3|\[School Name] | \[Student Name] | \[Topic] to the BSME Writing Drive: BSME Writing Drive
10. All entries must be submitted only in PDF or Word Format.

11. After uploading the entries to the Google Drive folder, please send an email notification confirming the upload. This email
should also include the full school name, full student names for each entry, the total number of entries, and the topic of each
submission. Email to : secondarywriting@gulfbritishacademy.com and eventadmin@bsme.org.uk
The judges will be looking for an entry that:

a. is well written, including the use of appropriate features;
uses ambitious vocabulary;

demonstrates creativity, imagination and style;
engages the reader’s attention using original ideas;
is a true reflection of the student’s ability.

www.gulfbritishacademy.com


https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1sAs5Vn6AjN-PmT3fjLIKLxmlIfwDzTBQ?usp=drive_link
mailto:secondarywriting@gulfbritishacademy.com
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Code of Conduct:

13.
14.

Event organizers will not accept any late entries, or entries not successfully submitted / emailed.

Entries must be the original work of the entrant and not copied from any source. Students may collaborate over ideas,
however final pieces of work must be composed and edited independently. Using Al to create an entry will disqualify that
entry.

Staff should ensure the necessary checks have taken place before submission to avoid any potential embarrassment to the
student and/or the school.

The judging panel will consist of members of Gulf British Academy staff, Student Council and our Model UN Executive.

www.gulfbritishacademy.com
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Code of Conduct:

17.

By entering a piece of writing into the writing event, the entrant agrees and accepts:

a.

That BSME and Gulf British Academy, Kuwait may publish entered poems or stories both in print and online, including
on their websites and social media channels and for PR purposes;
In such cases the writer's first name and school will be shown together with the poem or story;

To this end, writing must not contain themes which contradict the laws of the host country, for example, writing about
suicide, and/or inappropriate references to physical affection.

Contentious and political subject matter where countries and entities are identified, should be avoided.

Where staff are concerned about the content or themes in a students’ work, it is the responsibility of the school to
implement appropriate safeguarding and well-being checks, and we advise that teachers read entries closely before
submission.

If in doubt as to the suitability of an entry, please email us at GBA on the email provided and we will be happy to help.

www.gulfbritishacademy.com
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The judging panel will select one winning entry and one runner-up for each of the age categories from the entries received by

the competition deadline;

The winners of the event will be announced by BSME;

The decision of the judges is final and at the absolute discretion of the panel;
All entries submitted will receive a certificate of participation;

BSME will provide digital certificates to all winners and participants.
Winners will be showcased on the BSME websites and social media;

www.gulfbritishacademy.com
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**Prizes:**

* AED 500 x 2 winning students, AED 200 x 2 runners-up - vouchers sponsored by Collins and to be coordinated by BSME.

* The winning school will receive a 12-month subscription to Read&Write software by Everway.

* Guest judge: To participate in the judging process with the host school.

www.gulfbritishacademy.com
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