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Schools COMMUNICATION
DATE OF Competition: 21st of January 2026
Subject: BSME Spelling Bee

Dear Colleagues,

We are delighted to invite your school to join us at Mamoura British Academy on 21st of January for
our Arabic B Spelling Bee, a competition for students learning Arabic as an additional language. We
look forward to welcoming students and colleagues from fellow BSME schools for a day of friendly
competition celebrating their achievements in Arabic.
As a British school, we value opportunities to bring our schools together and give students a wider
audience for their learning. This event will offer young learners the chance to represent their school,
meet students from other schools and enjoy putting their Arabic skills into practice.
The competition will include two age categories:

e Years3and4

e Years5and 6

Registration opens this week and closes on 1st December. Participating schools are invited to
organise an internal spelling bee to select the students who will represent them at the interschool
finals on 21st of January.

Schools should nominate two students from each year group: two from Year 3, two from Year 4, two
from Year 5 and two from Year 6. The selected students will form a Years 3—4 team and a Years 5-6
team, with four students in each team.

The Arabic B Spelling Bee word lists are included below, with separate sections for Years 3—4 and
Years 5-6. Each section is organised into three levels: Easy, Medium and Advanced. These lists will
support classroom practice, internal school competitions and preparation for the interschool event.
We hope the opportunity to represent their school will give students an extra reason to enjoy their
Arabic learning. We want every participant to feel welcome, supported and proud of their
contribution, whatever the final result.

Further information about participation and the competition format follows. We would be delighted
to have your school join us and look forward to welcoming you to Mamoura British Academy on 21st
of January.

Kind regards,

Hajar Ali

Director of MOE Subjects

Mamoura British Academy

Event enquiries: Pre@mamourabritishacademy.ae
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REGISTRATION AND PARTICIPATION
Mamoura British Academy | Arabic B Spelling Bee

Key Dates
Stage Date or timeframe Action for participating schools
Registration opens This week Register your school for the Arabic B Spelling Bee.
Registration closes 1st December Confirm your school’s participation.
. Included below in this Share the relevant lists with teachers and students
Word lists . . . .
information pack to begin preparation.
. Select two students from each participating year
Internal school competitions Before 21st of January P pating y
group.
. . . Review the confirmed timetable, arrival
Final event information Before the event . . S .
instructions and judging guidance.
Attend Mamoura British A my with r
Interschool finals 21st of January ttend Mamou a. itish Academy with you
nominated teams.

Schools should register by 1st December, even if their internal selection competition has not yet taken place.
Instructions for submitting student names will follow with registration confirmation.

Competition Categories
This event is for Arabic B students learning Arabic as an additional language.

| Age category Students nominated Team size
Years 3—4 Two students from Year 3 and two from Year 4 Four students
Years 5—6 Two students from Year 5 and two from Year 6 Four students

Each school will nominate eight students in total, forming two teams. Each team should designate a captain to
write and present its agreed answers.
Schools are encouraged to hold an internal spelling bee using the supplied word lists. Internal competitions
may follow a format that suits the school, provided that final nominations follow the allocation above.

Registration Fee:

Entry

Coverage

Fee per school

Arabic B Spelling Bee

One Years 3—4 team and one Years 5—6 team: eight students in total 750 AED

Registration link:
Payment link will be sent to participating emails

Event enquiries: Nour Abdalla: Pre@mamourabritishacademy.ae
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PROGRAMME FOR 21st of January
Mamoura British Academy | Arabic B Spelling Bee

Proposed timetable — final timings will be confirmed before the event.

Both age categories will use the main competition space at different times. While one category competes, the
other will have a supervised break or watch the competition, as indicated below.

MAMOURA

BRITISH ACADEMY

Time Main competition space Breaks and other arrangements

09:00-09:30 Registration and team briefing Arrival, sign-in and seating

09:30—-09:45 Opening welcome Introductions, competition rules and format

09:45-10:15 Years 3-4 — Round 1 Years 5-6: snack break

10:15-10:45 Years 5-6 — Round 1 Years 3—4: snack break

10:45-11:15 Years 3—4 — Round 2 Years 5—6: supervised rest

11:15-11:45 Years 5-6 — Round 2 Years 3—4: supervised rest

11:45-12:00 Qualifying tiebreaks, if required | Scores checked and finalists announced

12:00-12:35 Lunch break All students and accompanying staff

12:35-13:00 Years 3—4 — Final round Years 5-6 spectate

13:00-13:10 Years 3—4.— Awards Medals and trophies or commemorative shields for the winning
presentation team

13:10-13:35 Years 5-6 — Final round Years 3—4 spectate

13:35-13:45 Years 5—6.— Awards Medals and trophies or commemorative shields for the winning
presentation team

13:45-14:00 Closing and departure Participation Fertificates and medals, appreciation for visiting

schools and final thanks

Refreshment and lunch arrangements will be confirmed before the event. Kindly ensure that students bring a
refillable water bottle.
Schools are kindly requested to arrive promptly so that teams have time to register and settle in before the
opening welcome.

Supervision and Practical Arrangements
Schools bringing both age groups should send a minimum of two accompanying staff members to supervise
their students throughout the visit.
Accompanying staff remain responsible for their students during competition sessions, breaks and movement
between rooms. Kindly notify the organising team in advance of any medical, dietary or access requirements.
Arrival instructions, room allocations and the confirmed programme will be shared before21st of January.
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OPENING ROUNDS AND SCORING
Mamoura British Academy | Arabic B Spelling Bee

Competition Format

MAMOURA
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The following format applies separately to Years 3—4 and Years 5—6. Every team will participate in both opening

rounds.
Stage Word level | Number of words | Format Scoring
. Same words for all teams in the 1 point per correct
Round 1 Easy Five per team P P
category answer
. . Same words for all teams in the 2 points per correct
Round 2 Medium Five per team P P
category answer
Final . . Different words given to teams in 3 points per correct
Advanced Five per finalist & P P
round turn answer
. Reserve . . Determines qualification
Tiebreak As required Equal attempts for tied teams .
words or the winner

Rounds 1 and 2

All teams in the same age category will receive the same word at the same time.

Step

Responsibility

Procedure

1. Pronunciation

Pronouncer

Reads the word twice clearly in Modern Standard Arabic. A meaning or
example sentence may be provided if clarification is needed.

2. Team discussion

Students and
timekeeper

Teams have 30 seconds to confer quietly and agree on the spelling.

3. Written answer

Team captain

Writes the agreed answer on a mini whiteboard within the allotted time.

4. Show boards

MC and all teams

On the MC’s signal, all teams raise their boards simultaneously. No further
changes are permitted.

5. Judging Judges Check each answer against the official answer key.
6. Scoring Scorekeeper Records the points awarded. No partial credit is given.
7. Next word MC and pronouncer | The correct spelling is announced before the next word is read.

Qualification for the Final Round
The three highest-scoring teams in each age category will progress to the final, based on their combined
scores from Rounds 1 and 2.
The maximum combined score from the opening rounds is 15 points:

e Round 1: five words x 1 point = 5 points

e Round 2: five words x 2 points = 10 points
If teams are tied for the final qualifying place, additional reserve words will be used. All tied teams will receive
an equal number of attempts before a decision is made.

FINAL ROUND AND TIEBREAKS
Mamoura British Academy | Arabic B Spelling Bee

Final Round

The three qualifying teams in each age category will compete using Advanced-level words.

Each finalist will receive five different words, selected to provide a comparable level of difficulty across teams.
Teams will take turns in qualifying-score order, with the highest-scoring team going last. Where qualifying
scores are equal, the order will be decided by a draw.
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Step Procedure
. The pronouncer reads the word twice clearly. A meaning or example sentence may be supplied if

Pronunciation

needed.
Team discussion | The team has 30 seconds to agree on the spelling.
Answer The captain writes and presents the team’s answer when instructed.
Judging Judges confirm whether the spelling is correct.
Scoring Each correct answer earns 3 points. No partial credit is awarded.

The MC moves to the next team. Each team receives one word per cycle until all finalists have
Next team .

attempted five words.

The maximum final-round score is 15 points. The team with the highest score will win its age category.
Tiebreaks

If teams are tied for first place after the final round, a sudden-death spell-off will take place using reserve
words not used earlier in the competition.

Each tied team will receive one word per cycle. All tied teams will have an equal number of turns before a
decision is made.

Outcome after an equal number of turns What happens next

All tied teams spell correctly All continue to another cycle.

All tied teams spell incorrectly All continue to another cycle.

Some teams spell correctly and others . .

. Only the teams with correct answers continue.
incorrectly

Only one team spells correctly That team wins.

Where more than two teams are tied, the process continues until one winning team remains.
Awards and Recognition
Awards will be presented following the final round for each age category.

e  Winning teams: medals and a trophy or school-logo commemorative shield.

e All participating students: participation certificates and medals.

e Participating schools: an appreciation certificate and a commemorative medal or shield.

JUDGING AND WORD-LIST GUIDANCE

Mamoura British Academy | Arabic B Spelling Bee

Judging Responsibilities

The judging team will use an agreed answer key and the spelling guidance shared with participating schools.
Role Responsibility

MC Explains each stage, gives the signal to show answers and guides teams through the programme.
Pronouncer | Reads words clearly and consistently, following the agreed pronunciation guidance.
Timekeeper | Ensures that every team receives the same discussion time.

Judges Check answers against the official answer key.

Scorekeeper | Records points and verifies totals before results are announced.

Lead judge Resolves queries and confirms final decisions.

Fair Play

Students may discuss answers only with their teammates. Teachers and spectators must not prompt, signal or
assist teams while an answer is being considered.

Answers cannot be changed after boards have been raised. Any query about a spelling decision must be raised
respectfully by the accompanying teacher before the next word begins. The lead judge’s decision will be final.
We ask everyone attending to encourage all teams and respect students’ concentration during the
competition.
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Word Lists and Preparation
The Arabic B Spelling Bee word lists follow below, with separate sections for the two age categories.
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| Age category Easy Medium Advanced Total
Years 3—4 25 entries 25 entries 25 entries 75 entries
Years 5—6 25 entries 25 entries 25 entries 75 entries

Each list includes the Arabic word or phrase, its English meaning and a transliteration to support preparation.
Schools may use these lists for classroom practice, internal selection competitions and team preparation.
Students should practise listening to a word read aloud, discussing its spelling and writing a shared answer
within 30 seconds.
Where a listed entry is a phrase, students should write the complete phrase, including the spaces between its

words.

Additional reserve words will be retained by the organisers for tiebreaks and will not appear in the preparation
lists. Final guidance on spelling expectations, including whether vowel marks are required, will be shared
before the event.

Spelling Bee Words Year 3-Year 4

Easy Level Medium Level Advanced Level
d:i:- :e‘:_:;:‘g Transliteration A ally Al English meaning | Transliteration A ally dalg) English meaning Transliteration
- Door baab ‘;ub My head ra’see ‘;I..ﬂ.aa\ My fingers asaabi‘ee
c,:l:\S Book kitaab @)a-\i My hair sha‘ree ‘_,:\,\SJ My knee rukbatee
BIE House daar ey My eye ‘aynee gal.u.u\ My teeth asnaanee
JU Fire naar gﬁ\ My nose anfee QUS\ My two ears udhunaay
dl.a Money maal ‘_,-Aé My mouth famee LAGS\ My shoulders aktaafee
al.': He slept naam giﬂ My brother akhee gﬂal& My family ‘ad’ilatee
913 He stood up | gaam ‘_,:\i‘ My sister ukhtee u.ﬂé-\m‘ My friends asdiqaa’ee
et | He walked saar PN gﬂrzndfather jaddee gﬂji\ My siblings ikhwatee
Jl-h He flew taar ‘_,ﬁéa My jaddatee u.))@\ My relatives agaaribee
= grandmother =
dlﬁ He said qgaal &,{-,ISA Milk haleeb Q‘j\)&.ﬂi Vegetables khad rawa at
dj I see araa Cm Apples tuffaah ‘_,JSJJ,\ Broccoli broklee
‘7‘3\ I'love /Ilike | uhibb JLa Cucumber khiyaar dm):i Oranges burtugaal
A-Ui | want ureed IR Carrots jazar 4&‘35 Fruit fawaakih
i | ana i Bread khubz a..\:\SA Library maktabah
‘_,-A\ My mother ummee L,,\ia Bag hageebah BJJQH \é\g::jboard / sabboorah
g:“ My father abee ;\.uu-‘-d School madrasah laaa Eraser mimhaah
g:ty-n‘ My family usratee p-b-é Teacher mu‘allim ;\Aﬁa Pencil case miglamah
@ | My body jismee k,\,,t,\h Doctor tabeeb u.t\:ia My shoe hidhaa’ee
L My hand yadee Uég-é Shirt gamees gu,am My clothes malaabisee
c_,:ig,\ My house baytee Qll«.ué Dress fustaan dl.h.'\,i Trousers bantaal
g—AE ';/L\:‘S;n / galamee f—\:\a Shoe hidhaa’ 338U Window naafidhah
Jsa Bananas mawz ;\5).9 Room ghurfah &\EA Kitchen matbakh
By Dates tamr D Bed sareer ": \ | wake up astayqidh
gl Berries toot CL,HA Morning sabaah d3143\ Ir::;l/ have a atanaawal
a (clllzssssroom / saff du.ﬁ\ | wash aghsil .’nﬁu\ | get ready asta‘idd
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Easy Level Medium Level Advanced Level
L ally Al Engh.Sh Transliteration Lally Al Engll:sh Transliteration A padly Al Engll.sh Transliteration
meaning meaning meaning
BIVEN Beautiful jameel Aiaa City madeenah <) kY The Emirates | al-imaaraat
Hﬁ old gadeem 3L Visit ziyaarah 35)@\ Sharjah ash-shaariqah
‘:'_\..34; nMec‘)A(’iern/ hadeeth 4 Xo) Tour jawlah SJ...\.;W Fujairah al-fujayrah
&w\j Spacious waasi’ ‘jm Hotel fundug daalal) T.he capital al-‘aasimah
city
d,,ljh Tall / long taweel P’.ha Restaurant mat‘am u&uﬁm Hospital mustashfaa
dgﬁ Letters huroof ng Street shaari’ ead}a Crowded muzdahim
eg@ﬁ Stars nujoom 3)35\-'! Fountain naafoorah SJ}G-JM Famous mash-hoorah
s Book kitaab A jra School madrasah N Break / rest istiraahah
Ol sl Colours alwaan di<a Library maktabah LA EEN Celebrations | ihtifaalaat
2 Classrooms Sports . C new | .
d‘gmﬁ / seasons fusool cala eround mal‘ab [ A | explore astakshif
3 Dubai duba Chuals | Schoo! magq saf o j I enjo astamti’
& vy canteen 9 jov
‘_,-)2 $3) | AbuDhabi | aboo dhabi Qeala | Computer haasoob ?Aiiui I use astakhdim
datia Museum mat-haf CJ‘A.J'G" Festival mahrajaan @JM Responsibility | mas’ooliyyah
[a) Tower burj Jhal Yellow asfar IR Reading al-giraa’ah
G Park / Y . - rukoob
A%aa ) )
= garden hadeegah B-tN Green akhdar d..pi Sy Horse riding al-khayl
daaliw Touristic siyaahiyyah i |PP-EN Horse hisaan 3_ilall 3 S Volleyball :;j—rtzta’irah
em‘ S)S Football zt;a;dam (éJ%M Running al-jary 31 ke Match / game | mubaaraah
KAL.\MJ\ Swimming as-sibaahah @J:‘- Team fareeq Aublia Competition munaafasah
¢ . ) . Round /
Ruien)
uaa,m | wear albas c.tk.a Kitchen matbakh o circular mustadeer
X ] we Collective / .
s LB Laa p
"y I ride arkab | Balcony shurfah =l team-based jamaa‘ee
. wi 3 - o khad
‘éJJM‘ I buy ashtaree ijﬂ Breakfast futoor &l gl maad Vegetables rawaawaat
UAJA\ | study adrus aly Salad salatah Gl g 4 Proteins brooteenaat
u_&, In fee ué,-,té Shirt gamees djm\ Ir:‘:;/ have a atanaawal
O From min kara Coat mi‘taf é.ﬁ)i Ic):/ear/put artadee
, . 23153 khizaanat
uﬁ“— On alaa Jdaly Trousers bantaal oDall 431 34 | Wardrobe al-malaabis

Thanks for support and Cooperation

Yours sincerely,

Hajar Ali

Director of MOE subjects
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