Accreditation

Accreditation Requirement

BSME Membership voted in 2016 to become a fully accredited organisation, adopting BSO (British
Schools Overseas) — the only accreditation recognised by the UK government — as the benchmark
for membership. New member schools that are not already accredited must gain formal
accreditation within two years of joining BSME, and all members must then maintain accreditation
status as a condition of membership.

Currently, BSO accreditation is available through one of the following BSO-approved inspectorates:

e Education Development Trust (EDT)

e Independent Schools Inspectorate (ISI

Accreditation Approach

Our accreditation approach is guided by the following core principles:

1. Independent, Trusted Evaluation
Accreditation must be conducted by one of the two approved external inspectorates, which
are recognised and quality-assured by the Department for Education (DfE) and monitored by
Ofsted. This ensures integrity, transparency, and consistency in the evaluation process.

2. Focused on Continuous Improvement
The purpose of accreditation is to drive school improvement. As such, the frameworks and
processes we use are designed to support growth, reflection, and high-impact outcomes for
students and staff.

3. Collaborative Excellence
We actively collaborate with similar membership organisations that share our commitment to
educational excellence and aim to enhance value and support for our member schools.


https://www.edt.org/
https://www.isi.net/

Accreditation

BSO Accreditation

British Schools Overseas (BSOs) are schools that have undergone inspection under the
Department for Education (DfE)-endorsed framework, which is quality assured by Ofsted. The BSO
framework is the only international school accreditation formally approved by the DfE.

BSO schools:

May market their school as a "BSO school" and display the BSO logo

Are listed on the DfE website with a Get Information About Schools (GIAS) number, along
with their inspection reports

Can hire and induct Early Career Teachers from the United Kingdom

Can fast-track Assessment Only route graduates for Induction

Are eligible to attend the annual Association of British Schools Overseas (AoBSO)
conference

To book a BSO inspection, contact the DfE-approved inspectorate of your choice.

e Education Development Trust (EDT)
e Independent Schools Inspectorate (ISI)

Please note that previous Accreditation Options B and C - to top up a UAE inspection, or
accreditation by another accreditation organisation are not currently available.

The BSME Executive Committee will be reviewing these options in October 2026 and an update will
be posted here in due course. If you wish to discuss the impact of this change for your school please
email ceo@bsme.org.uk


https://www.edt.org/
https://www.isi.net/
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